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President and Deputy Press Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, a position he holds to date.
In President Reagan’s administration, Mr.
Popadiuk served as an Assistant Press Sec-
retary from July 1986 until March 1988,
when he became Special Assistant to the
President and Deputy Press Secretary for
Foreign Affairs. In October of that year, the
President appointed him a Deputy Assist-
ant.

Mr. Popadiuk has been a career Foreign
Service officer since 1981. He served in
Mexico City from 1982 to 1984, where he
did consular and political work and was spe-
cial assistant to the Ambassador. From 1984
to 1986, he had a tour with the Department
of State and the National Security Council.

Prior to joining the Foreign Service, he was
an adjunct lecturer in political science at
Brooklyn College in New York City. Mr.
Popadiuk was awarded the Meritorious
Honor Award in 1987 and the Superior
Honor Award in 1992 by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State. In 1991, Mr. Popadiuk re-
ceived the ‘‘Ukrainian of the Year’’ annual
achievement award from the Ukrainian In-
stitute of America, Inc.

Mr. Popadiuk was born in Austria on May
30, 1950. He graduated from Hunter Col-
lege (B.A., 1973) and City University of
New York (Ph.D., 1980). He is married to
the former Judith Ann Fedkiw. They have
four children and reside in Bethesda, MD.

Radio Address to the Nation on Domestic Reforms
March 28, 1992

Good morning.
Many have called the 20th century the

American Century. The question before us
today is about the next century, looking just
a few years ahead.

Let me tell you a story that will help
shape that century, a story you probably
haven’t heard about. It’s about a battle be-
tween those who want to change things and
those who want to protect the status quo.
And in this battle those who support change
are telling those who want to stand pat:
Lead, follow, or get out of the way.

Wednesday, those words were heard loud
and clear. I’m talking about how the Demo-
cratic Congress couldn’t muster a two-thirds
majority—incredibly, couldn’t even get a
majority—to override my veto of the lib-
erals’ latest tax increase. This story you
haven’t heard about is also unheard of. Only
twice before in the last 60 years has the
House failed to muster a simple majority
to override a veto.

Congressional liberals suffered this defeat
for a simple reason: Americans measure
progress in people helped, not dollars spent.
And that’s why I’m going to continue the
fight to keep a lid on Federal spending.
It’s also why I asked Senator McCain of
Arizona and Congressman Harris Fawell of

Illinois to formally introduce legislation to
endorse the 68 rescissions I announced last
week to cut nearly $4 billion in waste from
a bloated Federal budget.

Unlike liberal Democrats, given our big
deficit, I don’t think the Federal Govern-
ment can afford to fund prickly pear re-
search or study asparagus yield declines.
Those who reject these pork barrel projects
will stand with me and the American tax-
payer. Those who support them will have
to explain in November why the public in-
terest has been denied.

If enough Members demand it, Congress
must vote on each of these bills, yes or no,
up or down. I’m going to work with those
who want the Congress to be accountable
and fight those who will try to block our
initiatives through parliamentary gimmicks.
I know that Government is too big and
spends too much. And now let’s see where
Congress stands. Stay tuned, keep listening.
We’ll find out who really wants to cut
spending and who just wants to keep the
pork.

In a world more driven by economic com-
petition than ever before, the challenge I
am referring to is crucial to our future. I
mean reform of the American Government.
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During the last decade, one institution after
another has looked within itself, decided on
improvements, and acted to fix its problems
and reflect its principles. Our task now is
to bring that process of reform to the
United States Government. All of us know
Government’s problem: Too often it is not
accountable, not effective, not efficient. It’s
not even compassionate. Only by changing
it can we protect America’s general interest
against selfish special interests.

My rescissions will help knock out one
part of the special interest problem at work
in Congress today, but the changes I want
are even bigger. I want to end the PAC
contributions which are corrupting our sys-
tem. I want to place term limits on Con-
gress, and I want to lead the American peo-
ple in making changes that will make the
21st century another American century.

One challenge is to make our people edu-
cated, literate, and motivated to keep learn-
ing. And that’s why I’m trying to reform
our education system from top to bottom.

Our people must have a sense of well-
being about their health and that of their
children and families. My health care re-
form plan will guarantee them access to the
finest health care system in the world and
make that care affordable.

And next, help me return our civil justice
system to its original purpose: dispense jus-
tice with civility. Eighteen million lawsuits
a year are choking us, costing individuals
and businesses billions, a tremendous drag
on our morale as well as our economy.

And in the next century, as we look at
the likely economic competition as well as
the likely opportunities, they will be beyond
our borders. That means we must open up
more foreign markets to sell our goods and
our services and to sustain and create jobs
for our people.

Reform of Government, education, health
care, our legal system, opening markets
abroad: addressing these issues is fun-
damental to America’s future. Already
America has changed the world. Today I’m
asking you to help me change America. If
Congress won’t change, we’ll have to change
the Congress. The battle has been joined,
and it’s your future that we’re fighting for.

Thank you for your support. And may
God bless the United States of America.

Note: This address was recorded at 10:30
a.m. on March 27 in the Oval Office at the
White House for broadcast after 9 a.m. on
March 28.

Remarks to State Attorneys General
March 30, 1992

Well, may I salute Ken Eikenberry and
Jeff Amestoy and all the State attorney gen-
erals, and salute also—whoops, there he is
down there—our own Bill Barr, who I think
is doing an outstanding job. And I know
he’s working closely with everybody in this
room.

Bill has his forces moving out on several
fronts, from tort reform to relief of prison
overcrowding. We’ve also started what we
call the ‘‘Weed and Seed’’ initiative, our
plan to get the roots, rip them out, of the
inner-city violence, and then plant seeds of
hope with more educational opportunity,
with more job training, with a new approach
to health care. And then we are going to

keep hammering away on the need for en-
terprise zones. This plan joins Federal,
State, and local forces to go after and to
take back our hardest hit neighborhoods.
They’re crucial missions, and I am deter-
mined to see them achieved and let nothing
stand in the way.

The efforts of the Justice Department
help shape the kind of legacy that we leave
for future generations. And our children
must inherit a society that is safe, is sane
and just. And I’ve also spoken of other
meaningful legacies like jobs and a world
at peace and certainly strong families. The
American heritage which I describe is one
where children can sit on their porch with-
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